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Historic Marker Program Policy Overview

The Town of Wake Forest has historic buildings and districts designated through National 
Register of Historic Places or by Local Ordinance however there is no policy for 
recognizing significant sites that are either no longer standing or not included in another 
program

The desire for such a program was raised during the public outreach portion of the NE 
Community Plan Update

Examples of Sites that may qualify for a Historic Marker
• Site of the Spring Street Presbyterian Church
• Site of the Wake Forest Normal and Industrial School



Historic Marker Program Policy Overview

Program Administration

Town Department - Planning Department - Historic Preservation 

Approval Body - Historic Preservation Commission

Submittals - Electronic Application Submittal 

Approval Requirements - Must meet criteria and approved by HPC

Funding - Five markers are currently funded in the Historic Preservation Planning Budget

Installation - Public Works

1921 Wake Forest College Bulletin



Historic Marker Program Policy Overview

Annual Historic Marker Approval Process - Historic Preservation Commission

September 30 
Applications 

Due

Staff 
Review

Complete

HPC Review
2nd Wednesday November

Public Meeting

Marker 
Approved

Marker 
Denied

Finalize 
Text/Design/Order
December-March

At request of applicant 
can be considered 

following year

May - National Historic Preservation Month
Marker Unveiling Ceremonies



Historic Marker Program Policy Overview

Selection Process - Historic Preservation Commission - November HPC Meeting

HPC Review
2nd Wednesday November

Public Meeting

Application

Five Minute 
Presentation

Public Comment

Apply Criteria



Historic Marker Program Policy Overview

Selection Process - HPC Applies the Criteria Based on Information Received

Qualifying Criteria
Must be over 50 years of age
Significant person, event, site

Not currently recognized
Location Identified

Public view

Priority 1 
(up to 5 points each) 

20 point maximum/8 point minimum

 Lesser-known historical site, event, 
organization or person

 Site connected to under-represented 
history or historical narrative

 Building, public or private, of 
historical/cultural significance that 
was demolished

 Historical or cultural event at specific 
site

Is a historic marker the proper form of recognition for the site?
Majority of members must answer yes to proceed

Priority 3 
Priority 3 (1 point each) 3 point 

maximum/1 point minimum

 Location is an under-represented area
 Impact on community (does the 

marker help create a sense of place 
within the community)

 Impact on preservation (Is this an 
area that needs recognition/area 
already recognized?) 

Priority 2 
(up to 3 points each) 

12 point maximum/3 point minimum

 Existing building of historical/cultural 
significance

 Historic Landscape
 Person or Organization of 

historical/cultural significance
 Site of historical or cultural 

significance



Historic Marker Program Policy Overview

Draft Application with be
Electronic Submittal



Historic Marker Program Policy Overview

Self-Funded Marker Application

Due to limited funds the HPC
Will only fund 5 markers per year

Up to 2 self-funded markers may be
approved but must go through
the same process



Historic Marker Program - Marker Design Approved by the HPC June 9, 2021

Approved Marker Design Recommended Height and Installation



Historic Marker Program - Additional Information 
Definitions - Historic Markers

NC Highway Markers
State of NC
Statewide Significance

Wake Forest Historical 
Markers 
HPC
Criteria For Wake Forest

Historic Site 
Interpretative Markers
Wake Forest Public 
Historic Sites

Town of Wake Forest
Parks, Recreation & CR
Interpretative Panels 
for Parks/Recreation 
Sites

Wake Forest Historic 
Landmark Plaques
Provided for Local 
Historic Landmarks

National Register 
Plaques Only for NR
Properties - Owners
Order



Historic Marker Program Overview

Questions?
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